


IN SOPHISTICATED ENGLISH WRITING, FEW GRAMMATICAL STRUCTURES CONTRIBUTE AS &7~
MUCH CLARITY AND ELEGANCE AS RELATIVE CLAUSES. THESE CLAUSES ENABLE US TO
* COMBINE IDEAS, SPECIFY WHICH PERSON OR THING WE MEAN. AND PROVIDE ADDITIONAL

= INFOPNATION WITHOUT CLUTTERING THE SENTENCE

: BROADLY RELATIVE CLAUSES FALL INTO TWO CATEGOIQIES

* 1.DEFINING (RESTRICTIVE) RELATIVE CLAUSES D
2.NON-DEFINING (NON-RESTRICTIVE) RELATIVE 'CL'AUSES '
Y e G

3
UNDERSTANDING THE DIEFERENCE IS ESSENTIAL. FOR ACCUQATE MEANING., PUNCT R
AND STYLE-PARTICULARLY IN FORMAL BRITISH ENGLISH.




A GMAPIAENGLISHESSONS . - & o o

A DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSE TELLS us EXACTLY WHICH PERSON 09 THING WE ARE o
TALKING ABOUT.. - _ I

~ WITHOUT IT, THE SENTENCE wouw LOSE ESSENTIAL INFORMAT|ON
CHARACTERISTICS . R s

o NO COMMAS ARE USED. S
- THE CLAUSE IS ESSENTIAL TO THE MEANING OF THE SENTENCE.
EX/:N(I:’??QON RELATIVE PRONOUNS: WHO. THAT, WHICH, WHERE, WHEN, WHOSE.
~1.THE STUDENT WHO SITS IN THE FRONT ROW ALWAYS PARTICIPATES ACTIVELY.
'2.— IDENTIFIES WHICH STUDENT.
3 THE BOOK THAT YOU LENT ME WAS FASCINATING.

5. THE CAFE WHERE WE MET HAS CLOSED DOWN.
6. — SPECIFIES THE EXACT CAFE &%

4.— WITHOUT THE CLAUSE, WE WOULD NOT KNOW WHICH BOOK. c C '
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e 'NOTES ON USAGE [BRITISH ENGLISH]

. BRITISH ENGLISH COHNONLY USES WHICH FOR THINGS EVEN IN
~DEFINING CLAUSES.
o THE LAPTOP WHICH | BOUGHT LAST WEEK HAS ALREADY BROKEN
e CL)?IATTX'II'SS ALSO ACCEPTABLE PARTICULARLY IN INFORNAL '
; E ' o




A NON DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSE ADDS EXTRA NON ESSENTIAL INFDRNATIDN
| THVEI'I'SIED‘JJIS"ITE WOULD REI‘IAIN GRANI‘IATICALLY CDI“IPLETE AND RETAIN ITS CORE I‘1EANING

. CHARACTERISTICS o - Cibl o SR
. \T”IEE CLA]USE IS SET OEE BY CONHAS [OD DASHES/PARENTHESES IN STYLISTIC
ITING o
-« IT PROVIDES ADDITIONAL DETAILS COIII‘IENTS OR BACKGRDUND |
~ "THAT" IS NEVER USED IN NON-DEFINING CLAUSES; USE WHO. WHICH OR WHDSE

/s
EXAMPLES s s . v D
"1.MY SISTER. WHO LIVES IN OXFORD, IS VISITING Tonomeow ' ' |
2 —> THE CLAUSE PPOVIDES ADDITIONAL DETAIL: WE ALREADY KNOW WHO “MY SISTER" Q
5

1S.
3. THE EIFFEL TOWER, WHICH WAS CDI‘IPLETED IN 1889, IS A IIAJOR TOURIST C
ATTRACTION. |
4 —> THE CORE SUBJECT (° THE EIFFEL TOWER™) IS UNAMBIGUOUS. | C
5.0UR HEADTEACHER, WHOSE PATIENCE IS REHAPKABLE SPOKE AT THE ASSEMBLY.
6.— ADDS DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION. |




© IMPORTANT STYLE NOTES

. COMMAS ARE MANDATORY OMITTING THEM CHANGES THE b _
* MEANING COMPLETELY. Lk e

'« BECAUSE THE INFORMATION IS NOT ESSENTIAL READERS TREAT o
[T AS AN ASIDE OR EMBELLISHMENT. g D
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.PURPUSE DEFINING NON DEFINING i,
IS THE INFORMATION ESSENTIAL? YRS vl _

- ARE COMMAS USED? - ~NO. CNES

* CAN YOU USE “THAT™? YES, [FOR THINGS/PEOPLE INFORMALLY) NO
DOES REMOVING THE CLAUSE CHANGE THE yEg Lo

_CORE MEANING? . e
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: DEFINING THE TEACHER WHO “{H:‘AUGHT I1E FRENCH HAS PETIRED
o NDN DEFINING THE TEACHER WHD TAUGHT I‘IE FPENCH HAS I?ETIIQED

MEANING DIFFERENCE. e e
gE\F,INING)CLAUSE IDENTIFIES WHICH TEACHER [PERHAPS i SPEAKER HAD 5
- SEVERAL ; 5
- NON-DEFINING CLAUSE: ASSUMES THE LISTENER ALREADY KNOWS WHICH TEACHERIS D
HEANT. i e e _ 2!

- NON- DEFINING o DEFINING ' 5 ’
NON-DEFINING: MY CAR, WHICH | BOUGHT LAST YEAR IS VERY EFFICIENT. Q
DEFINING: THE CAR THAT | BOUGHT LAST YEAR IS VERY EFFICIENT. C

MEANING DIFFERENCE. |
DEFINING VERSION: DISTINGUISHES THIS CAR FROI‘I OTHER CARS. C
NON-DEFINING VERSION: MERELY ADDS DETAIL ABOUT A KNOWN CAR.
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e EXAMPLE

@nApl ’fEN oL | s f f-}Ess 0 NS

ggléégsl\slfoznonouns INTRODUCE CLAUSES THAT DESCRIBE PEOPLE, THINGS op
EACH PRONOUN HAS A SPECIFIC MEANING AND SPECIFIC SITUATIONS m WHICH I
- APPROPRIATE. e L

WHOS IS USED FOR PEOPLE AND REFERS TO THE SUBJECT OF THE RELATIVE
CLAUSE. .

- THE GIRL WHO CALLED YOU IS WAITING OUTSIDE : ' g
| I['IECRE V{)Hg) REFERS TO ‘THE GIRL™ AND PERFORIIS THE ACTION IN THE CLAUSE
{ CALLE

WHO IS THE MOST NATURAL AND COIII“IONLY USED RELATIVE PRONOUN FORC G

PEOPLE. IT IS USED IN BOTH DEFINING AND NON-DEFININGCLAUSES. IT IS NEVER ¢
USED FOR THINGS OR ANIMALS. IN BRITISH ENGLISH, "WHO" IS PREFERRED OVER
"THAT™ WHEN REFERRING T0 PEOPLE IN FORMAL WRITING '
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~ "WHOM" IS ALSO USED FOR PEOPLE BUT IT REFEPS TO THE OBJECT OF THE VERB -

NOT THE SUBJECT

FXAMPLE: L
~ THE TEACHER wnon you MET YESTERDAY |s RETIRING

g WHON 18 CONSIDERED MORE FORMAL AND IS USED MAINLY IN CAPEFUL WPITING
MANY SPEAKERS AVOID IT IN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION AND SIMPLY USE "WHO".
~HOWEVER. IN ACADENIC OR FORMAL ENGLISH WHON REMAINS IMPORTANT.,

ESPECIALLY WHEN FOLLOWING A PREPOSITION. CCC

THE COLLEAGUE WITH WHOM I WOPK S VEPY EXPERIENCED
"WHOM" NEVER REFERS TO THINGS. -
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o vmose EXPRESSES POSSESSION FOR PEOPLE ANINALS AND THINGS

THE WRITER WHOSE BOOK YOU BOUGHT WILL BE SPEAKING TONIGHT

a WHOSE S EXTREHELY VERSATILE AND WORKS FOR BOTH LIVING BEINGS AND
- OBJECTS. IN FORMAL ENGLISH, THIS IS PERFECTLY ACCEPTABLE: | -
THE TREE WHOSE BRANCHES ARE BROKEN NEEDS TRIMMING.
~“WHOSE" IS USED IN BOTH DEFINING AND NON-DEFINING CLAUSES AND IS THE
ONLY RELATIVE PRONOUN EXPRESSING OWNERSHIP cC
-
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-DJ WHICH e _
i WHICH REFERS TO THINGS 09 ANIHALS

THE COMPUTER WHICH I BOUGHT LAST WEEK IS ALREADY BROKEN

L 'IN BRITISH ENGLISH WHICH IS USED VERY WIDELY T CAN INTRODUCE BOTH

- DEFINING AND NON-DEFINING CLAUSES. IT NEVER REFERS TO PEOPLE. IT CAN |
ALSO REFER BACK TO AN ENTIRE PREVIOUS IDEA:
- SHE MISSED THE BUS, WHICH MADE HER LATE.

THIS USE IS COMMON AND CONSIDERED GOOD STYLE c
C
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»EJ THAT |

- THAT CAN REFER TO PEOPLE THINGS oa ANIMALS BUT ONLY IN DEFINING
COAUSES. .~ hs W G ree R i

EXAMPLE e e
 THE BOOK THAT you RECONMENDED WAS EXCELLENT

- THAT 1S THE NOST FLEXIBLE RELATIVE PRONOUN IN SPEECH. HOWEVER IT IS
NEVER USED IN NON-DEFINING CLAUSES. IT IS OF TEN PREFERRED TO "WHICH™ IN
- SPOKEN ENGLISH FOR OBJECTS, AND IT CAN REPLACE WHO WHEN REFERRING TO (\
PEOPLE, ALTHOUGH THIS IS SLIGHTLY LESS FOI?L‘\AL cC
-
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~ PLACE, OR REASON.

 EXAMPLE.

RELATIVE ADVEI?BS INTRDDUCE CLAUSES THAT DESCRIBE TINE

~ THEY FUNCTION LIKE PRONOUNS BUT POINT TO CIRCUMSTANCES
~ RATHER THAN PEOPLE ORTHINGS: . o = o

AYTWHERE o
“WHERE" REFERS 0, A PLACE
THIS IS THE HOUSE WHERE | GREW UP.

% w\I/HEIQE REPLACES EXPQESSIONS SUCH AS IN WHICH "AT WHICH", OR "TO
WHICH’
IT CAN BE USED IN DEFINING AND NON- DEFINING CLAUSES IT ADDS CLARITYS
'WHEN REFERRING TO LOCATIONS INCLUDING PHYSICAL PLACES AND
METAPHORICAL ONES:

THIS IS THE SITUATION WHERE WE NUST BE CAREFUL
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WHEN REFERS TO A TmE = - we

-EXANPLE e e _
_- THE DAY WHEN WE NET WAS UNFORGETTABLE

P WHEN OFTEN REPLACES THE PHRASE “ON WHICH" IT S USEFUL FOR

~ DATES, PERIODS, MONTHS, SEASONS, AND ANY TIME EXPRESSION. _
- IT WORKS IN BOTH DEFINING AND NON-DEFINING CLAUSES:
'LAST SUMMER, WHEN THE WEATHER WAS PERFECT, WE TRAVELLED NORTH.
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 EXAMPLE.
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'wny REFERS TOAREASON

' THE REASON WHY HE LEFT IS STILL UNCLEAR

WHY IS USED ONLY AFTER THE NOUN | REASON MANY SPEAKERS SINPLY

SAY “THE REASON HE LEFT..” . OMITTING "WHY".
N STRICT BRITISH ENGLISH GRAMMAR, “WHY" 1S ACCEPTED IN DEFINING
CLAUSES BUT NOT IN NON-DEFINING ONES IT CANNOT BE USED AFTER OTHER =
NOUNS—ONLY I?EASON | R
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S e WHO > PEOPLE (sunesan o
~’+ WHOM —> PEOPLE (0BJECT, FORMAL) .
-« WHOSE — POSSESSION (PEOPLE, ANIMALS THINGSJ
o WHICH — THINGS AND ANIMALS G
« THAT — PEOPLE. ANIMALS. AND THINGS (DEFIN|NG ONLYJ
CeWBERE > PIACES. 8 - o
~ WHEN — TIMES

e
~ « WHY —> REASON ("THE REASON WHY.. e e
- EACH ONE HAS A PPECISE POLE THAT CANNOT BE QEPLACED WITHOUT D

i

D

CHANGING THE STRUCTURE OR CLARITY OF THE SENTENCE. )

-
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COHNON EPRORS AND HOW TO AVOID THEN

o USING THAT IN A NON DEFINING CLAUSE W
CORRECT: THE MUSEUM, WHICH WAS RENOVATED RECENTLY IS NOW OPEN
FORGETTING THE COMMAS
CORRECT: MY BROTHER, WHO LIVES ABROAD IS COMING HOHE

~ WITHOUT COMMAS, THE MEANING INCORRECTLY SUGGESTS YOU HAVE
- MULTIPLE BROTHERS.

< COMMA BEFORE A DEFINING CLAUSE . 3
“INCORRECT: THE HOUSE, THAT WAS PAINTED BLUE, IS FOR SALE
CORRECT: THE HOUSE THAT WAS PAINTED.BLUE IS FOR SALE.
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| FILL IN THE BLANK WITH wno WHon WHOSE WHICH THAT WHERE e~

WHEN OR WRY.

] JHEyTIEACHER ______ EXPLAINED THE LESSON YESTERDAY IS
ERY KIND -
r 2 THE RESTAURANT ______ WE ATE LAST NIGHT WAS ANAZING

= i3, g&% STUDENT __;I_--__ HOHEWOPK WAS EXCELLENT WON THE
~ 4. THIS IS THE PARK __ | PLAYED AS A CHILD.

5.1 REMEMBER THE DAY __ WE FIRST L‘LET

7THE MOVIE " VOU RECOMMENDED WAS FANTASTIC.
8 MY UNCLE 'LIVES IN EDINBURGH, S VISITING NEXT WEEK

C
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e wuo 5 “THE TEACHER WHO EXPLAINED THE LESSON YESTERDAY IS VERY KIND

~« "WHO" IS USED FOR A PERSON AS THE SUBJECT OF THE CLAUSE. e i
-+ WHERE —> "THE RESTAURANT WHERE WE ATE LAST NIGHT WAS AHAZING s AN

~« "WHERE" REFERS TO A PLACE. e G R

< WHOSE = "THE STUDENT WHOSE HOMEWORK WAS EXCELLENT w0N THE PRIZE S Rl e

~ « "WHOSE" SHOWS POSSESSION. g

o WHERE = “THIS IS THE PARK WHERE I PLAYED AS A CHILD

-« "WHERE” REFERS T0 A PLACE.
~« WHEN — "I REMEMBER THE DAY WHEN WE FIRST NET

« “WHEN" REFERS TO TIME.
o WHY — "THE REASON WHY SHE LEFT EARLY IS STILL UNKNOWN
~« "WHY" REFERS TO REASON (AFTER “THE REASON").

-« WHICH — “THE MOVIE WHICH YOU RECOMMENDED WAS FANTASTIC G
-« "WHICH" REFERS TO A THING. COULD ALSD USE THAT IN DEFINING CLAUSE: "THE MOVIE THAT 0
Yo RECDNMENDED |
~« WHO — "MY UNCLE, WHO LIVES IN EDINBURGH 1s VISITING NEXT WEEK C ( :

e "WHO" REFERS TO A PERSON INA NDN DEFINING CLAUSE [COHNAS REQUIRED]
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©READ THE SENTENCE AND WRITE DEFINING OR NON DEFINlNG ST

1. THE WOMAN WHO TEACHES FRENCH IS VERY STRICT. s
~ 2.MR SMITH, WHO IS OUR HEADTEACHER, GAVE AN EXCELLENT SPEECH
- 3.THE LIBRARY WHERE | STUDY IS ALWAYS QUIET. D
Y e G

~ 4.THE CAR, WHICH WAS PARKED OUTSIDE, BELONGS TO MY NEIGHBOUR |
~ o.THE REASON WHY HE WAS LATE SURPRISED EVERYONE

A
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g . DEFINING - THE WOMAN W}i-j;;O:._-:,-TEACHES FRENCH IS VEPY STRICT i SO
-« ESSENTIAL INFORMATION TO IDENTIFY THE WOMAN. - e
+ NON-DEFINING — “¥R SHMITH, WHO IS OUR HEADTEACHER GAVE AN N
EXCELLENT SPEECH.”
~ « EXTRA INFORMATION; WE ALREADY KNOW WHO MR SMITH IS,
-« DEFINING — “THE LIBRARY WHERE | STUDY IS ALWAYS QUIET et
o ESSENTIAL TO IDENTIFY WHICH LIBRARY. R
« NON-DEFINING — “THE CAR, WHICH WAS PARKED OUTSIDE, BELONGS
~ TO MY NEIGHBOUR." ._
« EXTRA INFORMATION. COMMAS INDICATE NON-DEFINING.
« DEFINING —> “THE REASON WHY HE WAS LATE SURPRISED
- EVERYONE"
o “WHY" GIVES ESSENTIAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE REASON
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 SOME SENTENCES HAVE ERRORS WITH I?ELATIVE CLAUSES REWRITE s

~ 3.THE FILM WHICH | WATCHED LAST NIGHT, WAS BORING.

s
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THEI‘1 COPRECTLY

-l THE HAN THAT SPOKE TO NE IS A DOCTOR s
2.MY SISTER WHO LIVES IN LONDON, IS VERY TALENTED.

- 4.THE CITY THAT | GREW UP IN, IS BEAUTIFUL.

5.THE REASON HE LEFT, WHY IS UNCLEAR. Q

-
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. CORPECT “THE NAN HO SPOKE Tl nE |s A DOCOR TR AN
~« NON-DEFINING CANNOT USE “THAT" IN COMMAS; “WHO" 1S corereecr_ e ey S
-« INCORRECT: "My SISTER WHO LIVES IN LONDON, IS VERY TALENTED." - ¥
~« CORRECT: “MY SISTER, WHO LIVES IN LONDON, IS VERY TALENTED SN
~ « COMMAS ARE NEEDED FOR A NON-DEFINING CLAUSE.
~ « INCORRECT: "THE FILM WHICH | WATCHED LAST NIGHT. WAS BORING.--’_';-}--i._'-.--
~ « CORRECT. "THE FILM WHICH | WATCHED LAST NIGHT WAS BORING.”
o DEFINING CLAUSE DOES NOT USE COMMAS.
« INCORRECT. “THE CITY THAT | GREW UP IN, I BEAUTIFUL
~ « CORRECT: “THE CITY THAT | GREW UP IN s BEAUTIFUL :
o DEFINING CLAUSE, NO COMMAS.
« INCORRECT: “THE REASON HE LEFT, WHY |s UNCLEAR
» CORRECT. “THE REASON WHY HE LEFT IS UNCLEAR."
e “WHY" MUST FOLLOW THE REASON NO EXTRA connA
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- COIIBINE THE TWO SENTENCES USING A PELATIVE PRONOUN OR ADVERB

' INDICATE IF IT IS DEFINING OR NON DEFINING

L IIET A WRITER YESTERDAY HE WROTE MY FAVOURITE BOOK

~ 2.THIS IS THE SCHOOL. | STUDIED THERE FOR FIVE YEARS.

. - 3.THE PROFESSOR GAVE A LECTURE. EVERYONE ADMIRED HIM

4. THE HOUSE IS BEAUTIFUL. IT BELONGS TO MY AUNT.
5. THE FESTIVAL WAS INCREDIBLE. IT HAPPENED LAST SUMMER.

o
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N IMET A WRITER ;"_';_.;-r-E‘_STERDAY HE WROTE MY FAVOURITE BOOK E/‘) KEy ) .
o ANSWER: "I'MET A WRITER WHO WROTE MY FAVOURITE BOOK = DEFINING R
© « ESSENTIAL INFORMATION TO IDENTIFY THEWRITER. =~~~
... o THSIS THE SCHOOL. | STUDIED THERE FOR FIVE YEARS v " Ve e G L~
o ANSWER: "THIS IS THE SCHOOL WHERE | STUDIED FOR FIVE YEARS in DEFINING e e
< ESSENTIAL TO IDENTIFY THE SCHOOL. P ey
.« THE PROFESSOP GAVE A LECTURE. EVEI?YONE ADIIIIQED HIII e e
e ANSINJIEIR THE PPOFESSOR WHOM EVERYONE ADNIRED GAVE A LECTURE T NON'; Sy
o DEFINING - :
o EXTRA INFOPI‘IATION ABOUT THE PROFESSOR: COIII‘IAS REOUIPED |
-« THE HOUSE IS BEAUTIFUL. IT BELONGS TO MY AUNT. N
o DNQI\N/IEI% ‘THE HOUSE WHICH BELONGS TO MY AUNT IS BEAUTIFUL - NON-
E :
« EXTRA INFORMATION: COIIIIAS INDICATE NON- DEFINING |
o THE FESTIVAL WAS INCREDIBLE. IT HAPPENED LAST SUMMER. C
‘o ANSWER: "THE FESTIVAL WI’IICH HAPPENED LAST SUI‘IIIER WAS INCREDIBLE. C
NON-DEFINING
o EXTRA INFORIIATION ABOUT THE FESTIVAL




