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ANTONYMS
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What Are .
Synonyms? % C
-V

e Detinition: Synonyms are words that have the same or
similar meanings as other words. They're usetul when
you want to vary language or clarity ideas without
changing the meaning of a sentence. For instance, in

the sentence "The weather is hot,” you could use

"warm" as a synonym for "hot" if you wanted a milder

x¥

term.
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What Are Synonyms?

Examples:
e Happy: joyful, content, pleased, elated, ¢
e Sad: sorrowtul, downcast, gloomy, unhap

neerful

oy, melancholic

e Big: large, huge, massive, enormous, gigantic

©
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Why Use Synonyms? 0

e To Avoid Repetition: Synonyms prevent sentences from f \

sounding repetitive. Instead of repeating the same * To Add Nuance: Synonyms offer a range of words with
L subtle differences, allowing for more precise
word, you can use synonyms to make writing or expression.
‘ e Example: "I am content with my life" suggests a calm

SpeeCh m?re enhgaging. o satisfaction, while "I am thrilled with my life" suggests

e Example: "The meal was delicious. The tlavors were &s’rrong excitement. /
delightful, and the dessert was scrumptious.”

% e To Enrich Vocabulary: Using synonyms helps in expanding vocabulary
and gives you a broader set of words to express ideas clearly. G}]

/
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Absolute <
Synonyms: =

Types of e Words that are completely interchangeable in all
Synonyms contexts (rare in English).

 Example: "Buy" and "purchase” are almost
always interchangeable.




Partial -
Synonyms ﬁz_},) Types of

Synonyms

* Words that share similar meanings but aren't always
intferchangeable because of contextual nuances.

Example: "Big" and "gigantic" are similar, but "gigantic"

implies a much larger scale. : <>
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Using Synonyms in
s 3 Sentences |

e The team was happy after the victory.  The team
was elated atfter the victory.
e The house is very large.  The house is very

spacious.
@ e She felt sad when she lost the race.  She felt
’ downhearted when she lost the race.
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Synonyms
Emotion & Feeling Synonyms

Happy: joyful, cheertul, content, pleased, delighted, elated,
ecstatic, glad, jubilant, satistied r
Sad: sorrowtul, downcast, gloomy, depressed, unhappy,
melancholic, dejected, miserable

Angry: turious, irate, enraged, livid, incensed, annoyed, mad,
exasperated, irritated

Scared: trightened, terrified, atraid, alarmed, nervous,

petritied, horritied, startled, anxious @
Calm: peacetul, serene, tranquil, composed, relaxed,

\ unruftled, undisturbed, placid
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Size & Quantity Synonyms

Big: large, huge, massive, enormous, gigantic, immense,
colossal, substantial

Small: tiny, little, miniature, minuscule, slight, petite, minor,
compact

A lot: plenty, abundance, a wealth of, ample, substantial,
protusion, copious, myriad

Few: handtul, limited, scarce, sparse, minimal, slight, occasional,
rare
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/Appearance & Description

Synonyms - -

e Beautitul: gorgeous, stunning, attractive, lovely, breathtaking,

exquisite, radiant, striking <
e Ugly: unattractive, hideous, unappealing, unsightly, ghastly, - J
unpleasant, grotesque, repulsive

e Old: ancient, aged, antique, mature, elderly, seasoned,

outdated, archaic

e New: recent, fresh, modern, current, up-to-date, *

contemporary, novel, innovative
e Clean: spotless, tidy, neat, immaculate, pristine, pure, *

scrubbed, polished
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/Speed & Movement Synonyms

e Fast: quick, rapid, speedy, switt, brisk, nimble, hasty,
prompt
e Slow: sluggish, leisurely, gradual, unhurried, lagging,

plodding, sluggish, stagnant
o Walk: stroll, march, tread, stride, wander, pace, saunter,

trek
e Run: sprint, dash, jog, hurry, race, rush, bolt, dart fb'w\
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Personality Traits Synonyms

e Friendly: amiable, attable, warm, kind, sociable,
approachable, genial, cordial

e Mean: unkind, cruel, harsh, spitetul, malicious, nasty,
rude, callous

e Smart: intelligent, clever, bright, knowledgeable,
brilliant, wise, sharp, quick-witted

e Lazy: idle, sluggish, indolent, lethargic, inactive,
unmotivated, slothful, listless

e Brave: courageous, fearless, bold, daring, valiant,
intrepid, heroic, gallant

\S7
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Intensity & Degree Synonyms @

Very: extremely, highly, greatly, immensely,
exceedingly, exceptionally, supremely, protfoundly
Somewhat: slightly, moderately, tairly, partially,
partially, rather, marginally, to a degree

Strong: powertul, forcetul, sturdy, resilient, robust,
solid, durable, vigorous

Weak: fragile, teeble, trail, delicate, tlimsy, decrepit,
brittle, powerless




-

Quality Synonyms

Good: excellent, great, tfine, superb, wondertul, tantastic,
outstanding, exceptional

Bad: poor, awtul, terrible, dreadtul, unacceptable, interior,
atrocious, subpar

Right: correct, accurate, appropriate, titting, suitable, proper,

valid, just
Wrong: incorrect, mistaken, flawed, inaccurate, improper,
talse, erroneous, unsuitable

©
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Time Synonyms

Early: prompt, ahead of time, premature, beforehand,
advanced, previous, initial

Late: overdue, delayed, behind schedule, tardy, belated,
postponed, lagging

Always: constantly, continually, forever, invariably, perpetually,
endlessly

Never: not ever, at no time, under no circumstances, not once,
seldom, rarely




4 N
Action & Process Synonyms

e Do: pertorm, complete, carry out, execute, accomplish,
achieve, undertake, act

e Make: create, build, construct, produce, form, tabricate,
generate, compose

e Help: assist, support, aid, tacilitate, enable, guide, back,
cooperate

e Change: alter, modity, adjust, transtorm, evolve, convert,

amend, revise
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/Thought ¢ Communication

Synonyms N
e

e Say: speak, declare, state, express, announce, tell,
articulate, proclaim

e Think: ponder, consider, retlect, contemplate, reason,
reckon, suppose, believe

e Know: understand, realize, grasp, comprehend, recognize,
be aware, perceive

o Ask: inquire, question, request, demand, seek, probe, fb'w\
petition, appeal

\_
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Feelings & Reactions Synonyms

o Like: enjoy, love, prefer, appreciate, tancy, admire,
favor, relish

e Dislike: hate, detest, despise, loathe, abhor, scorn,
resent, shun

e Surprise: shock, startle, astonish, amaze, bewilder,
astound, tflabbergast

e Disappoint: let down, tail, frustrate, dishearten,
sadden, discourage, dissatisty
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Success & Achievement Synonyms @

Win: conquer, triumph, prevail, succeed, overcome,
dominate, gain, achieve

Lose: fail, be defeated, surrender, fall short, be
vanquished, forfeit

Accomplish: complete, achieve, tultill, realize, attain,
reach, succeed, carry out

Progress: advance, move forward, develop, improve,
make headway, proceed




©
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What Are Antonyms?

Detinition: Antonyms are words that have opposite
meanings. They're used to create contrast in
language and to express ideas that are ditferent or

opposite in nature.
Examples:
e Hot Cold
e Light Dark
e Happy Sad
e Begin End

r

Y
\

\\
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Why Use Antonyms?

e To Create Contrast: Antonyms emphasize ditterences
between concepts or states, helping clarity points by @
showcasing opposites. /

e Example: "The day was bright, but the night turned
dark and quiet.”

To Describe Changes: Antonyms can \

illustrate shifts or changes in situations,
emotions, or states.

E le: "After a difficult beginning, th
e To Enrich Language: Using antonyms in conversation omp e e e LR

roject had a successful end.”
or writing adds depth, making your expression more Q /

dynamic.

X

\S7

emariaenglishlessons



Gradable Antonyms S

e Pairs that have middle states between them. They
Types of indicate a spectrum (e.g., hot-cold has “warm” as a

Antonyms middle ground).

Examples: tall short, big small, happy sad




B!
Complementary _ _
Antonyms Qx}) Types of

Antonyms

e Absolute opposites with no middle ground. They are
either/or situations.

Examples: alive dead, true false, win lose : <>
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Types of
Antonyms

 Pairs that exist only in comparison to one another,
often representing ditterent perspectives.

Examples: teacher student, parent child, husband
wife
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Using Antonyms in
Sentences %

ne movie was exciting, but the sequel was boring.
e's usually calm, but today he seemed quite agitated.
ne sun rose and brought light to what was once dark.

e O o
— T —

2
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Antonyms

Emotion & Feeling Antonyms

Happy  Sad, unhappy, miserable, sorrowful, downcast
Angry  Calm, pleased, happy, serene, peacetul
Scared  Brave, tearless, courageous, confident

Calm  Agitated, nervous, anxious, tense, excitable
Excited Bored, indifferent, calm, uninterested
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Size & Quantity Antonyms

Big  Small, little, tiny, miniature, minuscule
Wide  Narrow, thin, slim

Heavy Light, weightless, airy

Alot A little, few, scant, limited

Full  Empty, bare, vacant




/
Appearance & Description

—) m

Antonyms

e Beautiful  Ugly, unattractive, hideous, unpleasant C - \/

e Old New, young, fresh, modern

e Clean  Dirty, tilthy, soiled, messy
e Bright  Dark, dim, dull, shadowy

e Smooth  Rough, coarse, bumpy *
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/Speed & Movement Antonyms

Fast  Slow, sluggish, leisurely
Quick  Slow, delayed, gradual
Run  Walk, stroll, stand

Rise Fall, descend, sink
—orward  Backward, reverse, retreat

emariaenglishlessons
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Personality Traits Antonyms

e Friendly  Unfriendly, hostile, aloof, cold
e Mean  Kind, nice, caring, compassionate

e Smart  Dumb, unintelligent, slow, dull

e Lazy  Hardworking, diligent, industrious, active
e Brave  Cowardly, timid, fearful, atraid

o
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Intensity & Degree Antonyms :\/ j E

Strong  Weak, fragile, frail, feeble
High  Low, down, minor, small

ntense  Mild, weak, moderate, gentle

Deep  Shallow, superticial, surtface
Sharp  Dull, blunt, soft
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Quality Antonyms

Good  Bad, poor, terrible, awtul

Right ~ Wrong, incorrect, talse, mistaken

Sate  Dangerous, risky, unsate, hazardous
Clear  Cloudy, unclear, opaque, blurred
Valuable  Worthless, trivial, insignificant, cheap
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Time Antonyms

Early  Late, delayed, overdue

Always  Never, seldom, rarely

Before  Atter, following, later

Past  Future, forthcoming, next
Temporary  Permanent, lasting, enduring




/

Action & Process Antonyms

e Do Undo, reverse, fail to do

e Make  Destroy, break, dismantle

e Start  Stop, end, finish, conclude

e Help  Hinder, obstruct, prevent, harm

e Build  Destroy, demolish, break down

C./

x¥
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/Thought ¢ Communication

Antonyms ~ :
e

Say Silence, quiet, hold back, withhold

Think  Ignore, neglect, disregard, dismiss
Know  Forget, ignore, misunderstand, overlook
Ask  Answer, reply, respond

e Agree  Disagree, oppose, contradict, object
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Feelings (s Reactions Antonyms

o Like Dislike, hate, loathe, despise
 love Hate, detest, dislike, despise

e Surprise  Expect, predict, anticipate

e Accept  Reject, retuse, deny, oppose

e Please  Displease, oftend, annoy, upset

o
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Success & Achievement Antonyms :\/ j E

Win  Lose, fail, forfeit
Lose  Win, gain, achieve, succeed

Success  Failure, defeat, loss
Progress  Decline, regress, fall back
Advance  Retreat, fall back, withdraw




-

Direction & Location Antonyms

Up  Down, below, beneath
n  Out, outside, external
eft  Right, correct, proper
Near  Far, distant, remote
Inside  Qutside, exterior, out
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Frequency Antonyms

Often  Rarely, seldom, occasionally, infrequently
Always  Never, not ever, at no time

Constant Intermittent, irreguldr, occasional
Frequent  Rare, sporadic, occasional

Daily  Rarely, infrequently, occasionally




/

Clarity & Visibility Antonyms —) =

e Clear Cloudy, obscure, blurry, toggy C — J

e Visible Invisible, hidden, unseen

e Transparent  Opaque, unclear, hidden

e Bright  Dark, dim, dull, gloomy

e Obvious Subtle, hidden, concealed *

X x
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How to Identify Synonyms
and Antonyms C

Tips for Finding Synonyms

e Context Clues: Sometimes, the context of a sentence provides hints about a

word's meaning, which helps find a synonym.
e Example: “The dessert was delicious.” (Synonym: tasty, delectable)

e Using a Thesaurus: A thesaurus is a tool that lists synonyms and is particularly
useful for finding alternate words.




How to Identify Synonyms
and Antonyms C

Tips for Finding Antonyms

Think of the Opposite Concept: Try to imagine the opposite scenario of what

the word describes.

Example: For “bright,” consider darkness or dullness as opposites.
Look for Prefixes and Suftixes: Many antonyms are created by adding prefixes

n ii. n

like “un-," “in-," or “dis-."
Examples: happy  unhappy, possible  impossible, agree  disagree




N
Practical Applications of Synonyms

and Antonyms

Synonyms in Literature and Creative Writing

e Authors use synonyms to make descriptions more vivid and
avoid repetition, creating a more immersive reading
experience.

o Example: “The forest was lush, tilled with verdant trees and

dense foliage.” <> <>
Ul
W
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N
Practical Applications of Synonyms

and Antonyms

Antonyms in Arguments and Persuasive Writing

o Writers and speakers use antonyms to emphasize
contrasting points, making arguments more powertul.

e Example: “This policy won't create unity; it will foster
division.”

s
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Practical Applications of Synonyms
and Antonyms

Everyday Communication

* In daily conversation, synonyms and antonyms help clarity
thoughts and express ditterent degrees of teelings or
opinions.

o Example: “I'm not just tired; I'm exhausted.”

s
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N
Exercises to Practice Synonyms and
Antonyms

e Exercise 1: Synonym Replacement

e Replace the bolded words with a suitable synonym:
e The test was difficult.

e She was happy with her gift.

e The night was dark.
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Exercises to Practice Synonyms and
Antonyms

e Exercise 2: Finding Antonyms

e Write an antonym for each of the tollowing words:
e Optimistic
¢ Include

e Agree
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Exercises to Practice Synonyms and

Antonyms
e Exercise 3: Fill-in-the-Blank with Synonyms and
Antonyms

e Choose the correct synonym or antonym from a list:

e He felt (choose: delighted, unhappy, calm) when
ne won the prize.
e Her mood was the exact (choose: same, opposite,

neutral) of what it was yesterday.
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Advanced Application: Synonyms and

Antonyms in Complex Sentences

e Synonym Example:

“Her voice was soft and gentle, a stark contrast to the sharp, harsh
tone he'd used.”

e Here, “gentle” and “harsh” not only describe tone but also imply

different emotional effects.

Antonym Example:
“While some find joy in solitude, others are drawn to the energy of
crowds.”

e This contrasts the concepts ot solitude and social environments,
\_ illustrating opposing preferences. Y




