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HOW TO USE THE
GERUND IN

ENGLISH

@MARIAENGLISHLESSONS




WHAT IS THE
GERUND?

ofke
@The gerund is a verbal form that ends

in "-ing" and is used as a noun. In
other words, it is the verb with the "-

‘eating,” "eating’ is the gerund of the
verb "eat.”




HOW TO FORM
THE GERUND:

e For most verbs, you simply add "-ing" to the end of the base
verb. For example, "play” becomes "playing.” However, there
are some special rules. For instance, if the verb ends in a
vowel followed by a consonant, you must double the last
consonant before adding "-ing.” For example, 'run® becomes
‘running.’

e Forming the gerund is generally straightforward:

e For most verbs, add "-ing" to the base form of the verb. For
example:

e "talk” becomes "talking”

e 'read” becomes ‘reading”’

e 'swim" becomes "swimming"”

e However, there are some special cases to consider:

e |[f the verb ends in a single vowel followed by a single consonant,
double the final consonant before adding "-ing.” For example:

e 'run” becomes ‘running”

e 'sit" becomes "sitting’




HOW TO USE THE S
GERUND:

e As a Subject:

e The gerund can function as the subject of a sentence,
representing an activity or action. "t

e Example: "Swimming is good exercise.’

e After Certain Verbs:

e Some verbs are followed by the gerund, indicating actions,
preferences, or activities. These verbs indicate activities or
actions.

e Common verbs in this category include enjoy, like, dislike,
love, hate, and prefer.

e Example: "She enjoys reading.”

e After Prepositions:

e The gerund often follows prepositions, indicating the object
of the preposition.

e Common prepositions that are often followed by gerunds
include at, by, for, in, of, on, and with.

e Example: "l am good at singing.’
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HOW TO USE THE — S
GERUND:

e After Certain Adjectives:

e Certain adjectives are followed by the gerund,expressing a
person's feelings or opinions.

e Common adjectives in this category include interested,
keen, good, bad, and experienced.

e Example: "He is interested in learning new things."

e In Expressions of Time:

e The gerund is used in expressions of time, indicating an
ongoing action.

e Common time-related words include while, during, and when.

e Example: '| saw her while shopping.’

e After Certain Nouns:

e Example: "I appreciate your helping me.”

e Rule: Some nouns are followed by the gerund, indicating the
action associated with the noun.

e Common nouns in this category include difficulty, problem,
and experience.
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HOW TO USE THE —
GERUND:

e After Possessive Pronouns:

e Example: '| appreciate her coming to help.’ e

e Rule: Possessive pronouns (like my, your, his, her, its, our,
and their) can be followed by a gerund.
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e After Certain Expressions:

e Example: "There's no use crying over spilled milk."

e Rule: Certain expressions and idioms are followed by the
gerund, conveying a general truth or common wisdom.

e Common expressions include can't help, can't stand, it's no
use, and spend time.
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COMMON MISTAKE:

e Be careful not to confuse gerunds with present

participles, which are verb forms that also end in "-ing"
but are used in different ways. The gerund functions as a
noun, while the present participle functions as part of a
verb tense.

In summary, the gerund is a versatile form in English,
playing the role of a noun and fitting into various
grammatical structures. Understanding its formation and
usage can enhance your ability to express actions and
activities in a variety of contexts. If you have any specific
questions or examples you'd like to explore, feel free to
ask!
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